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than of the people's bacon, and instructed to main-
tain the cause of peace chiefly by safeguarding their
country's military interests. An atmosphere of sus-
picion and secrecy surrounded them, more dense than
the fog of war. For their president they elected an
ambassador who had grown old in the service of three
Tsars, and now represented a tyrant who refused the
first principles of peace to his own people, and repressed
the struggle for freedom by methods of barbarism such
as no general could use against a belligerent in the
stress of war without incurring the execration of
mankind, f

With commendable industry, those delegates at
this Second Peace Conference devoted themselves to
careful preparations for the next war, especially for
the next naval war. They appeared to me like two
farmers making arrangements to abstain from burn-
ing each other's hay-ricks. "Look here/1 says one,
" this rick-burning's a dangerous and expensive job.
Let us give up wax vestas, and stick to safety matches."
" Done! " says the other. " Now mind! Only
safety matches in future! " and they part with mutual
satisfaction, conscious of thrift and Christian forbear-
ance. Or, again, I thought the situation might be
expressed in the form of a fable, ho*&r the Fox of the
Conference said to the Rabbit of Peace, " With what
sauce, Brer Rabbit, would you like to be eaten ? "
"Please, Mr. Fox, I don't want to be eaten at all,"
said the Rabbit "Now," answered the Fox, "you
are gettin' away from the pint/1

Something, no doubt, has been gained. Even the
jealous diplomatists and cautious lawyers at The
Hague have secured something. Mankind had gradu-
ally learnt that certain forms of horror were too her-